Are Young People Learning or Earning? 


The vast majority of young Australians either work fulltime, study 
fulltime or do a combination of both. But, there are some young 
people who aren’t doing either. They’re what you might call not fully 
engaged, and we see these people as being at risk. They’re at risk of 
being unemployed for long periods or of only being able to find low 
paid, insecure work. 


In this edition of ABS Presents, we examine whether young people are 
earning or learning, and what happens to those who aren’t doing 
either. 


Just over 80 per cent of young Australians aged 15 to 24 are what we 
call fully engaged. They’re either working or studying fulltime or 
there’s a small combination who are combining part time work and 
part time study. This means that two out of 10 young Australians, or 
500,000 of them, are not fully engaged, a figure that’s remained 
pretty stable over the past decade. 


I practise on her probably once a week when she goes out and she 
wants her hair done nice. 


My name’s Amy and I’m 16 years old. At the end of last year I 
completed Year 10 and left school to pursue hairdressing as an 
apprenticeship. 


[I like it, I like it. Yeah, that’s better. ] 


Four months in my apprenticeship fell through and I’m currently 
looking for part time work, which I find is quite difficult. 


School wasn’t something that she was enthusiastic about. I think 
leaving was a brave decision that she made. 


I’m looking for kind of any part time job in retail, and at the moment 
there’s not really anything going. They’re mostly mechanical, or you 
need some kind of qualifications. 


Iam Gemma. Iam 17 years old. I am doing Year 12 at the moment. 
Being sisters with Amy so close in age I hope that she continues with 
the apprenticeship eventually. 


I’ve felt that with the job that I want to go into with event 
management that I would need to complete Year 12. 


I personally feel that I would be able to get the job that I want and the 
career that I want finishing in Year 10. 


Young people who don’t finish Year 12 have a much tougher time than 
those who do. For example only around half of them are in fulltime 
work or study compared to around 80 per cent of those who did finish 
school. 

We tracked the 300,000 school leavers of 2008. By 2009 those who 
didn’t finish Year 12 were twice as likely to be unemployed and eight 
times more likely to be neither working nor looking for work. Only 17 
per cent of them were studying, compared with 54 per cent who did 
finish school. 

I am going to make sandwiches. Do you want a sandwich? 

Last chance and then you make your own. 

Yes please. 

What would you like on it? 

Salami. Chicken, chicken. Can I have ham? Chicken. 

Chicken? 

My name’s Megan. They both have different challenges. Gemma is 
obviously striving for a certain mark with her HSC. Amy is trying to 
pursue hairdressing which is also a volatile industry. It’s very 
competitive, and being a younger person it’s quite hard to have a 
voice at her age in the workplace. Dale, your sandwich is ready. 


My hopes for them is happiness and that they achieve more in their 
life than what we have been able to give them and do for them. 


Mum, I’m just going to go put my résumé in, I’m just going to hand it 
in to a couple of places. 


Good luck. You don’t know until you try. 
See ya. 
Okay, bye. 


(end of recording) 
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